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EMFF support to Blue Growth

• Helps fishermen to transition to 
sustainable fishing

• Helps coastal communities to diversify 
their economies

• Supports sustainable aquaculture
• Finances projects and activities to 

support IMP and Blue Growth



Partnership + Cooperation

• Engagement of business, industry and 
civil society stakeholders: E.g. Ocean 
Energy Forum, 

• Support to Sea-basin strategies (e.g. 
Assistance Mechanism for the Atlantic 
and Black Sea), support for networking 
and cooperation (Med), strategic 
cooperation and demonstration 
projects  



Partnership + Cooperation
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/emff-projects

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/emff-projects
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Public & Private Investors
EFSI

Towards an EU Blue Economy Investment Platform 

Assistance Platform: 
Investment Readiness & Matchmaking

EU conditional 
grants

Blue projects pipeline



Phase I
Q2-Q3 2018

➢ Blue Economy market study -> by August 2018

➢ Assessment of projects pipeline -> 600 projects so far

Blue Economy Investment Platform

➢ Assistance platform -> Q4-2018 / Q1-2019

➢ Conditional grants -> Q4-2018 / Q1-2019 
Phase II
Q4 2018/ 
Q1 2019

➢ Outreach to public & private investors -> 2018 - 2019 

Towards an EU Blue Economy Investment Platform 
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Working with Investors



BLUE INVEST 2018

• A one day event for doers and practitioners
• The objective was to make business!
• An executive breakfast hosted by VP Katainen and 

Cssr. Vella with investors
• More than 450 people have registered (we had to 

close registrations before the deadline)
• 120 applications for pitching received.
• 20 top-quality presentations selected for pitching.
• Professional coaching sessions offered to the 20 

pitchers



BLUE INVEST 2018
• 4 pitching sessions, clustered per topic (Food from 

the Ocean, Energy, Green solutions, Digital)
• 24 investors, most of them from the private sector, 

agreed to be part of a jury and challenge the pitchers 
having in mind a single but major question: "Will I 
invest money in this project?"

• More than 450 bilateral meetings between 
participants scheduled.

• 2 award winners who will go straight to the final 
selection of the pitchers at the EBN congress 
(Luxembourg, June 2018)

#BlueInvest 2018 
https://blue-invest-2018.b2match.io/

https://blue-invest-2018.b2match.io/
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See DG MARE WP 
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/sites/fisheries/files

/c-2017-8146-annex_en.pdf

• 3 complementary strands – 18,44 Mio

• Strand 1: Blue Labs – 5 Mio

• Strand 2 – Blue Careers – 6 Mio

• Strand 3 – Demonstration – 7,44 Mio

2018 BLUE ECONOMY Calls

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/sites/fisheries/files/c-2017-8146-annex_en.pdf
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