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30 September 2026, Eastern European Time 
Black Sea Common Maritime Agenda Stakeholder Conference 

CMA Stakeholder Conference Plenary 

From knowledge to action for a thriving Black Sea 

10:30 - 11.00 Registration. (Accompanied by a welcome coffee & visit the Black Sea Solutions & 
Knowledge Corner) 

11.00 – 11.30 

 

Opening session  
 
Bulgarian National Coordinator 
European Commission (DG MARE) 
Burgas Municipality 

11:30 – 12:15 
Keynote panel – Challenges and opportunities for the Danube and Black Sea 
coastal communities 
Moderator and speakers to be announced  
Q&A – on sli.do  

12:15 – 12:30 Official launch of the poster exhibition and the Black Sea Solutions & Knowledge 
Corner with DG MARE and BG CMA coordinator 
 

Workshops:  Co-create the future of the Black Sea 

08:45 – 09:30 Registration (Accompanied by a welcome coffee) 

9:30 – 11:00 

 

Parallel workshops 

PARALLEL A — Eyes on the 

Black Sea: Ocean Eye, 

Digital Twin & Data 

Platforms 

Hosted by: Middle East 
Technical University (METU), 
Black Sea Assistance 
Mechanism National Hub of 
Türkiye  

 

PARALLEL B – Waves of 

Change: The blue 

transition of the coastal 

communities 

Hosted by: Black Sea 
Assistance Mechanism 

PARALLEL C – Pathways 

for a sea under 

pressure 

Hosted by: Black Sea 
SIERRA and RESPONSE 
coordinators 

https://black-sea-maritime-agenda.ec.europa.eu/black-sea-success-story-3-projects-responding-war-pollution
https://black-sea-maritime-agenda.ec.europa.eu/black-sea-success-story-3-projects-responding-war-pollution
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Black Sea Solutions & Knowledge Corner (Open throughout the conference) 

A dedicated exhibition and networking space where projects and organisations showcase 
innovative solutions, project results, publications, tools and funding opportunities. 
Participants are invited to meet project representatives, exchange ideas and discover 
initiatives supporting a sustainable and resilient Black Sea. 

12:30 – 14:00 Networking lunch  
(Tour of the poster exhibition and discussion with the exhibitors) 

14:00 – 15:00 A healthy and resilient Black Sea: science, planning and community action 
Moderator and speakers to be announced  
This session explores how science, ecosystem-based management and citizen engagement 
support resilient marine ecosystems and sustainable decision-making. Keynote 
interventions and a moderated panel will bring together regional initiatives, examining 
how stakeholder cooperation, ecosystem vulnerability assessment and ecosystem-based 
management approaches can collectively drive more integrated and evidence-based 
governance of the Black Sea's marine resources. 
Q&A – on sli.do 

15:00-16:00 Driving the sustainable blue economy: Innovation, Ports and Investment 

Moderator and speakers to be announced  

This session looks at how innovation, port development and investment can drive a more 
competitive and sustainable blue economy for the Black Sea. A keynote on macro-regional 
cooperation for blue growth, drawing lessons from the EUSDR, is followed by panel 
interventions from Black Sea projects, exploring how coordinated policy dialogue, 
innovation challenges and port-level tools can together strengthen investment and growth 
across the Black Sea's blue economy. 

Q&A – on sli.do 

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee break  

16:30 – 17:00 Black Sea project awards  

17:00 – 17:15 Debrief from the Parallel workshops 

17:15 – 17:45 Closing session  
Regional Cooperation for a Thriving Black Sea – Presenting the graphical 
representation of the day 
Bulgarian National Coordinator 
European Commission (DG MARE) 
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The CMA Black Sea Stakeholder Conference is the centre piece event of the CMA Black Sea Week, a 
dynamic week of interconnected meetings, workshops and networking activities bringing together 

policymakers, researchers, businesses, youth, project partners and regional organisations from across 
the Black Sea and beyond. Building on the success of its first edition in 2025, the CMA Week returns in 

2026 to create a unique platform where ideas, partnerships and initiatives converge, extending the 
impact of the annual Conference well beyond a single day.  

Throughout the week, participants will engage in youth dialogue, scientific exchange, technical 
working groups, project networking, environmental action, and cultural heritage events in Burgas and 
Sozopol—each activity building on the previous one to create a continuous flow of ideas, partnerships 

and regional cooperation.  

Whether you join for one day or the entire week, the CMA Black Sea Week offers an unparalleled 
opportunity to connect, collaborate and help shape the future of a healthy, resilient and sustainable 

Black Sea blue economy. 


